An Amazing Love Story
He met her at a party.  She was exceptionally attractive – beautiful, intelligent, funny.  Many guys were chasing after her.  Meanwhile, he was so normal, so ordinary. Nobody paid any particular attention to him.  At the end of the party, he invited her to have coffee with him.  She was surprised.  However, perhaps out of curiosity or just to be polite, she agreed. 

They sat in a nice coffee shop, but he was too nervous to say anything.  She felt uncomfortable, and thought, “please, let me find a way to get out of this and go home”. 
Then she heard him ask the waiter “Would you please give me some salt? I’d like to put it in my coffee.”  Everybody – she, the waiter, customers sitting nearby – stared at him.  So strange!  His face turned red, but, still, he put the salt in his coffee and began to drink it.  
She asked him curiously, “why do you have this habit?”

He replied, “When I was a little boy, I lived near the sea.  I liked to play in the sea, and taste of the salty sea breeze, just like the taste of salty coffee.  Now every time I have salty coffee, I always think of my childhood and my hometown.  I miss my hometown so much and my parents who are still living there.”  As he told of his most beloved childhood memories, his eyes filled with tears.

She was deeply touched.  He was sharing his true feelings, from the bottom of his heart.  A man who can tell of his homesickness must be a man who loves home, who cares about home and feels a sense of responsibility to his home.  She then also shared stories of her faraway hometown, her childhood and her family.  It was a really nice conversation, and also a very beautiful beginning to their story.

They continued to date and, as they did, she discovered that he was a man that met all of her needs.  He was tolerant, kind-hearted, warm and caring.  He was such a good person, and, to think, she had almost overlooked him.  Thank goodness for his salty coffee!

As in any beautiful love story, the princess married her prince, and they lived happily every after.  And, during their long happy life together, every time she made coffee for her beloved husband, she put a little salt in it as she knew that was the way he liked it.  

After 40 happy years together, he passed away, and as she looked through his things, she found a letter that he had written to her – to be read after his death.
	My dearest love,

Please forgive me, forgive my life lie.  This was the only lie I every told you – the salty coffee.  
Remember our first date?  I was so nervous that even though I had wanted sugar, I had said ‘salt’.  It would have been too hard for me to change my mind, so I just went along with it and put it in my coffee.  I never thought that it could have been the start of such a wonderful conversation!  Over the years, I tried to tell you the truth many times, but I was too afraid to tell you.  After all, I had promised not to lie to you about anything.
Now I am dying, I am afraid of nothing, so I can finally tell you the truth:  I don’t like salty coffee…it has a strange, bad taste. Nevertheless, I have drunk it all my life.  

Please don’t feel bad for me, though.  Since I first met you, I never regretted anything that I had done for you.  Having you with me has been the greatest happiness of my life.  If I could live another life, I would still want to know you and to have you with my all through my life – even if I had to drink salty coffee again.
With all my love,



The letter in her hands became completely soaked with her tears.

Some time later, someone who had heard of her late husband’s habit asked her, “What does salty coffee taste like?”

“It’s sweet,” she replied.

Complete the following statements using the collocations found in Unit 2.
1. At the party, the man ___________________________.  He asks the woman to go out with him for coffee.

2. In response, the woman likely had to __________________________ - go home, or go out with this rather ordinary man?

3.  _________________________, even very confident people can feel very nervous.  A first date is a good example of this.

4. When the man accidentally asks for salt rather than sugar, it _________________________ for him.  Should he admit his mistake and risk looking foolish in front of his date, or should he use the salt?

5. In the end, he made ________________ to use the salt – and in that split second, he changed his life.
6. If he hadn’t _______________________ by quickly telling a story, the date probably wouldn’t have gone so well.

7. ____________, she would have only stayed until he finished his coffee.

8. However, ____________________ his story about the taste of salty coffee and his childhood memories, the woman began to see the man differently.

9. As time went on and she got to know him better, she realized that they were ________________ many things.  They shared the same opinion and same values.
10. The man both liked and didn’t like salty coffee.  He liked it because it had helped him to meet the love of his life, but he didn’t like it __________________ the taste.

11. After he died, the fact that he lied about the salty coffee was _______________.  They certainly weren’t going to argue about that.
12.  Some people might criticize the man for lying.  However, others would respond that such people __________________.  
