Opening Exercises
Exercise 1
Read the sentences below.  For each group of sentences, imagine how you would feel if someone said or wrote this to you.  Which would you prefer to hear or read?  Why? Would any of the responses by completely inappropriate?  Why?
1. You just proposed an idea for a new project.  Your colleague responds:

a. Yes, but finance is a problem.

b. Yes, but finance would be a problem.

c. Yes, but finance could be a problem.

d. Wouldn’t finance be a problem?
2. You just realized that you are not prepared for a meeting with the ‘big boss’ this afternoon, and you tell your colleague about this.  Your colleague responds:
a. Couldn’t we cancel and reschedule?

b. We could cancel and reschedule.

c. Could we cancel and reschedule?

d. Would it be possible to cancel and reschedule?

3. You ask your counterpart in another mission/office the following:  ‘Could we meet again later this week?’  You’re counterpart responds:
a. As a matter of fact, I’m afraid that might be a bit difficult as I have to contact one or two colleagues who I do know are out of the country at the moment so that wouldn’t be very convenient.  Perhaps we could give ourselves an extra week.  It is quite important that I have a word with them.  Wouldn’t the following Thursday, the 31st be better?
b. I would love to, but I’m afraid that I will first have to talk with a few colleagues who won’t be back in the office until next week.  Would it be possible to meet the following Thursday, on the 31st?
c. No, that wouldn’t work for me.  Could we meet the following Thursday, on the 31st?

4. Your think outsourcing the jobs in your office would save money.  Your colleague responds: 
a. Frankly, that would be a very bad idea.

b.  That would be a very bad idea.
c. Wouldn’t that cause some communication problems?

d. To put it bluntly, that is a ridiculous idea.

5. Normally, travel expenses for renting a car are not a covered expense.  However, you are asking your colleague in the accounting department to make an exception given you had been inWashington D.C., where the airport had been closed for more than a week.  Your colleague responds:
a. Well, in those circumstances, we could make an exception.  But please don’t consider this a precedent.
b. I’m afraid we could make an exception. But don’t let it happen again!
c. As a matter of fact, we could make an exception, but only this once.

d. Actually, I am very busy, but I will look into the matter and tell you later.

Exercise 2
Part 1  Look at the following question about an event in the news this week and the related conversations that follow.  From the box on the right, choose which words/phrases could fit in each of the conversations. Some may not be appropriate for any of these conversations.
	______________ and ____________ joined the European Union, helping to end geographic divisions left over from the cold war and extending the borders of the now 27-member bloc eastward to the Black Sea.
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Conversation 1
A:  Hmmm…I think it’s Hungary and the Czech Republic.

B: ____(1)______ I’m quite sure it’s Romania and Bulgaria.

Conversation 2

A:  Hmmm…I think it’s Romania and Bulgaria.

B:  Are you sure?  I was thinking it might be Hungary and the Czech Republic.

C: ____(2)______ I think Ms A is right.

Conversation 3
A:  Hmmm…I am not sure, but I think it is probably Romania and Bulgaria.

B: ____(3)______ I am not exactly sure either, but I think you’re right.

Part 2:  Using similar conversations, take the rest of the ‘Student Connections’ news quiz for the week of Monday Jan. 1 – Jan. 5 2007 in the New York Times.  http://www.nytimes.com/learning/students/quiz/index.html
	1. With the announcement of the death in Baghdad of Specialist Dustin R. Donica, 22, of Spring, Tex., the number of U.S. deaths in Iraq reached the grave milestone of at least ____________ since the March 2003 invasion.
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2. After _______________ Islamist forces abandoned their final outpost, the transitional government moved aggressively to assert control by setting a three-day deadline for all weapons to be turned in and calling for international peacekeeping troops to be deployed immediately.
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4. Iraq’s Shiite-led government said it had ordered an investigation into the abusive behavior at the execution of Saddam Hussein, who was subjected to a battery of taunts by official _____________ witnesses and guards as he awaited his hanging.
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5. ________________, the only state where same-sex marriage is legal, took a first step toward possibly banning it when legislators voted to advance a constitutional amendment defining marriage as the union between a man and a woman. 
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6. The one factor that researchers agree is consistently linked to longer lives in every country is ______________.
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7. As scientists predicted but have had a hard time proving, the surface of Titan, _____________'s largest moon, appears to be dotted with an abundance of lakes of liquid methane.
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8. Spurred by recent legislation that provides financial incentives, ____________ homeowners have come to see solar power as a way to conserve money as well as natural resources.
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9. A new survey has found that 85 percent of __________________ dioceses that responded had discovered embezzlement of church money in the last five years.
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10. The _________________ traded Randy Johnson to the Arizona Diamondbacks, effectively returning the pitcher they could not live without just two years ago.
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Introductory Phrases





Actually,


Well,


Frankly,


With respect,


To be honest,


As a matter of fact,


In those circumstances,


In fact, 


To put it bluntly,


I’m afraid
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