One World, Many Cultures 5th Edition

 A Family Supper (pp. 67-76)

Discussion Questions

· Look at the introduction to the story on pp.67-68.  What are the most important facts for helping the reader better understand the story?

· Overall, do you feel that this story is optimistic or pessimistic?  Why?

· Who are characters in the story, and what do we know about each of them?

· What is the main plot?  What are the sub-plots?

· This story dramatizes a clash between the American emphasis on self-determination and the importance the Japanese place on obedience, traditional family values and self-sacrifice.  What parts of the story present each of these cultural ideals?

· What questions are left unanswered?  Ishiguro is known for this ambiguity in his stories.  Do you enjoy this ambiguity and suspense?  Why or why not?

Comprehension Quiz

	1. Is eating fugu always fatal?
	YES
	NO

	2. Did the narrator attend his mother’s funeral?
	YES
	NO

	3. Does the narrator’s father dislike a lot of chatter?
	YES
	NO

	4. Does the narrator arrive at his father’s house in the evening?
	YES
	NO

	5. Does the father respect Mr. Watanabe for killing himself?
	YES
	NO

	6. Will the father go into business again?
	YES
	NO

	7. Was the narrator’s sister happy to have the chance to talk to her 
    brother alone?
	YES
	NO

	8. Has Kikuko decided to move to America?
	YES
	NO

	9. Were the siblings afraid of the well when they were children?
	YES
	NO

	10. Did the father always cook for the family?
	YES
	NO

	11. Does the father distrust foreigners?
	YES
	NO

	12.  Does the father believe that the mother’s death could have been
       prevented?
	YES
	NO

	13.  Did the photo of his mother remind the narrator of something ?
	YES
	NO

	14.  Does the father believe that his daughter is obedient?
	YES
	NO

	15.  Does the father believe that his son will stay to live with him?
	YES
	NO


Vocabulary
Scan for the following words on the pages.  Underline the word in the text and read the context around it.  Can you understand the meaning? If so, write a synonym. Circle any words you are still unsure about.  Ask a partner.  If your partner doesn’t understand these well either, ask you instructor or consult a dictionary such as www.onelook.com.
1. fragile (p.68)

2. hideously (p.68)

3. the proof is…in the eating *a modified proverb (p.68)

4. (to be) all the rage to [do something]  (p.68)

5. strained (p.68)

6. anxious not to offend (p.68)

7. in retrospect (p. 68)

8. inevitably (p.69)

9. foliage (p.69)

10. (to be) swayed by [something] (p.69)

11. inhibited by [something] (p.69)

12. (to) attend to [something] (p.69)

13. mischievously (p.70)

14. hitchhike (p. 70)

15. (to) peer _____________  (p. 70)

16. (to) confess to [doing something] (p. 70)

17. (to) blame [someone] (p. 70)

18. collapsing (p.71)

19. (to) carry on with [doing something]  (p.73)

20. attentive (p.72)

21. (to) gaze (p.93)   / a gaze (p. 73)

22. (to) help ourselves* [OR myself / yourself / oneself / herself / himself / etc.] (p.74)

23. (to) retire to [somewhere] (p.74)

24. (to be) deep in thought (p.75)

25. dreary (p. 75)

