The Last Lecture

Introduction till p.18

Friday, September 12

Part 1:  Your reaction

· If Randy and his wife, Jai, were in the room with you, what would you want to ask him or her?  Why?

· Is Randy similar to other people you know?  Why or why not?

· If you were Randy or Jai, would you have done the lecture?  Would you have supported your spouse who wanted to do such a lecture?  Why or why not?

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

	1. If you had passed Randy on the street at the time he gave the 
    lecture, would he have seemed sick? (Intro)
	YES
	NO

	2. Did Randy spend much of his final days writing this book? (Intro)
	YES
	NO

	3. Did Randy struggle with finding a topic for his lecture? (pp.3-6)
	YES
	NO

	4. Did Randy think Jai was selfish when she tried to persuade 
     him not to do the lecture? (pp.4-5)
	YES
	NO

	5. Did Randy believe that computer science professors tend to be 
    good speakers? (p.6)
	YES
	NO

	6. Did Dr. Reiss tell Randy to do the lecture? (p.7)
	YES
	NO

	7. Was having an audience important for Randy? (p.9)
	YES
	NO

	8. Did he only want to talk about his cancer (during the lecture)? (p.9)
	YES
	NO

	9. Did Randy consider himself to be a lucky man? (p.10)
	YES
	NO

	10. Was it easy to choose photos for his talk? (pp. 11-12)
	YES
	NO

	11. Was Steve upset by his friend’s dark humor? (pp. 12-13)
	YES
	NO

	12.  Was Randy fully prepared, confident and healthy just before
        his presentation? (p.14)
	YES
	NO

	13. Were people eager to see him speak? (p.14)
	YES
	NO

	14. Was Jai in the audience? (p.15)
	YES
	NO

	15. Was Randy dressed formally for the lecture? (p.16)
	YES
	NO

	16. Does “an elephant in the room” mean “interesting 
      information”? (p.16)
	YES
	NO

	17.  Does Randy feel sorry for himself? (p.17)
	YES
	NO

	18. Is he and his family preparing for a future without him? (p.17)
	YES
	NO

	19. Did the family recently move? (p.17)
	YES
	NO

	20.  Did his showing the photo of his tumors (i.e. talking a bit 
       about the cancer) help his audience relax? (p.18)
	YES
	NO


Part 3: Questions for Discussion

1. Is Randy Pausch still alive?  How do you know?

2. How do verb tenses on this exercise give you a clue?  Which verb tenses – and how would they - change if things were different?

3. As Randy asks on page 3, “What wisdom would [you] impart to the world if [you] knew it was [your] last chance?”

Part 4: Language awareness and practice

Look at the following quotes from the Introduction, and then, using the same language pattern, write a sentence that is true for you.

1. “While for the most part I’m in terrific physical shape, I have ten tumors in my liver and I have only a few months left to live.” 
While for the most part I’m __________________________________________, 

I ________________________________________________________________.

2. “I am the father of three young children, and married to the woman of my dreams.”

I __________________________________________________ of my dreams.

3. “While I could easily feel sorry for myself, that wouldn’t do them, or me, any good.” 
While I could easily _______________________________________________, 

that wouldn’t do ______________, or me, any good.

4. “All parents want to teach their children right from wrong…” 

______________________________________________________________

5. “Under the ruse of giving an academic lecture, I was trying to put myself in a bottle that would one day wash up on the beach for my children.”

Under the ruse of ________________________________________________,

I was trying to __________________________________________________.
6. “I talked about honesty, integrity, gratitude, and other things I hold dear.”

There are many things I hold dear, including ___________________________

7. “Because time in precious, and I want to spend all that I can with my kids, I asked Jeffrey Zaslow for help.

Because time is precious, I __________________________________________

8. We knew right from the start: None of this is a replacement for a living parent”

In this class, I knew right from the start that_______________________________

Part 5:  Pre-reading 

Look at pp.19-39.  

· What sub-titles do you see?  Write them below and their corresponding page number.  What do you think those sections will be about?

· What photos do you see?  On what pages?  Why do you think he included those photos?

