The Last Lecture

Introduction till pp. 105-188

Friday, 10 October

Part 1:  Your reaction

· In giving his advice for enabling the dreams of others and living your own life, Randy tells a lot of stories.  Which of these stories, for you, is especially memorable?

· Did the author mention any cultural information that you didn’t know?  

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

Based on what you’ve read in Part IV, Enabling the Dreams of Others, on pp.105-128, which of the following would Randy Pausch likely agree with?  Circle ‘Yes’ if you think he’d agree; and ‘No’, if you don’t think he’d agree

	1. Managing your time well is a very important skill. (p. 108)
	YES
	NO

	2. It’s not always necessary to have a plan. (p. 108)
	YES
	NO

	3. People who file everything are compulsive and arrogant. (p.109)
	YES
	NO

	4. It’s never OK to hang up on someone without first saying 
    good-bye.  (p.109)
	YES
	NO

	5. It isn’t good to be a micro-manager.  It’s better to give responsibility to others and trust that they’ll do it well. (p.110)
	YES
	NO

	6. It’s best to leave work at work, especially when on vacation. (p.110-1)
	YES
	NO

	7. Randy always recognized his shortcomings. (p.112)
	YES
	NO

	8. We learn best when educators tell us what we’re doing wrong. (p.112-3)
	YES
	NO

	9. American university education today is like a retail store.  Students and their parents pay a lot for tuition and should expect to receive a good product. (pp.112-113)
	YES
	NO

	10.  Asking students to evaluate their classmates is a good idea. (pp. 114-115)
	YES
	NO

	11.  When choosing people for a team, intelligence and honesty are the most important factors to consider. (p.118)
	YES
	NO

	12.  Being efficient was sometimes difficult and scary for Randy. (p.121)
	YES
	NO

	13.  When Randy first taught ‘Building Virtual Words’, he was a bit disappointed by what the students produced for their first assignment. (p.123)
	YES
	NO

	14.  The ‘Building Virtual Worlds’ course inspired Randy to try an even bigger project. (pp.124-5)
	YES
	NO

	15.  Alice is a software teaching tool for computer geeks. (p. 106)
	YES
	NO

	16.  The person who is now in charge of Alice is very capable. (p.127)
	YES
	NO

	17. Boys are better at writing computer programming.  (pp.127-128)
	YES
	NO

	18. It’s very sad to work hard on a project and to never have the chance to see the finished product. (p.128)
	YES
	NO


Part 3: Focus on Organization and Style
Using your knowledge of English vocabulary and organization – and perhaps your memory if you’ve finished reading all or part of pp. 131-188,  match the sub-chapter titles on the left with the correct opening sentence on the right.  Do not look in your book until your finish this activity.

	Matching 1

	Part V: It’s About How to Live Your Life
	Opening Sentence

	(28) Dream Big 
	     
	(a) Too many people go through life complaining about their problems.

	(29) Earnest is Better than Hip
	     
	(b) When I was in grad school, I developed the habit of tipping back in my chair at the dining-room table.

	(30) Raising the White Flag
	     
	(c) When I have to work with other people, I try to imagine us sitting together with a deck of cards.

	(31) Let’s Make a Deal
	     
	(d) My mother always called me “Randolph”.

	(32) Don’t complain, Just Work Harder
	     
	(e) Years ago, I dated a lovely young woman who was a few thousand dollars in debt.

	(33) Treat the Disease, Not the Symptom
	     
	(f) My daughter is just eighteen months, so I can’t tell her this now, but when she’s old enough, I want Chloe to know something a female colleague once told me, which is good advice for young ladies everywhere.

	(34) Don’t Obsess Over What People Think
	     
	(g) Men first walked on the moon during the summer of 1969, when I was just eight years old.

	(35) Start By Sitting Together
	     
	(h) This is beautiful advice that I got once from Jon Snoddy, my hero at Disney Imagineering.

	(36) Look for the Best in Everybody
	     
	(i) I’ve found that a substantial fraction of many people’s day is spent worrying about what others think of them.

	(37) Watch What They Do, Not What They Say
	     
	(j) I’ll take an earnest person over a hip person every time because hip is short-term.

	Matching 2

	Part V: It’s About How to Live Your Life
	Opening Sentence


	(38) If at First you Don’t Succeed…
	     
	(k) ¶1: So many of my students were incredibly smart. ¶2: Those of us who are engineers and computer scientists don’t always think about how to build things so that they’re easy to use.

	(39) Be the First Penguin
	     
	(l) As part of my responsibilities, I used to be an academic reviewer.  That meant I’d have to ask other professors to read densely written research papers and review them.  It could be tedious, sleep-inducing work.

	(40) Get People’s Attention
	     
	(m) Experience is what you get when you didn’t get what you wanted.

	(41) The Lost Art of Thank-You Notes
	     
	(n) ¶1: When Dennis Cosgrove was an undergraduate student of mine at the University of Virginia in the early 1990s, I found him to be impressive.  ¶2: Well, in most classes he was an A student.

	(42) Loyalty is a Two-Way Street
	     
	(o) I got tenure a year earlier than people usually do.

	(43) The Friday Night Solution
	     
	(p) I’ve always felt the need to be prepared for whatever situation I’ve found myself in.

	(44) Show Gratitude
	     
	(q) Apologies are not pass/fail.  I always told my students:  When giving an apology, any performance lower than an A really doesn’t cut it.

	(45) Send Out Thin Mints
	     
	(r) Showing gratitude is one of the simplest yet most powerful things humans can do for each other.

	(46) All You Have Is What You Bring With You
	     
	(s) Not long after I got tenure at the University of Virginia, I took my entire fifteen-person research team down to Disney World for a week as my way of saying thank you.

	(47) A Bad Apology is Worse Than No Apology
	     
	(t)…try, try a cliché.  I love clichés.  A lot of them, anyway.



	Matching 3

	Part V: It’s About How to Live Your Life
	Opening Sentence

	(48) Tell the Truth
	     
	(u) On my dad’s last trip to Disney World, he and I were waiting for the monorail with Dylan, who was then four years old. Dylan had this urge to sit in the vehicle’s cool-looking nose-cone with the driver.  My theme-park loving father thought that would be a huge kick, too.

	(49) Get in Touch with Your Crayon Box
	     
	(v) If I could give three words of advice, they would be…

	(50) The $100,000 Salt an Pepper Shaker
	     
	(w) We’ve placed a lot of emphasis in this country on the idea of people’s rights.  That’s how it should be, but it makes no sense to talk about rights without also talking about responsibilities.

	(51) No Job is Beneath You
	     
	(x) People who know me sometimes complain that I see things in black and white.

	(52) Know Where you Are
	     
	(y) Since my last lecture began spreading on the Internet, I’ve been hearing from so many people I’ve known over the years – from childhood neighbors to long-ago acquaintances.  

	(53) Never Give Up
	     
	(z) When I was twelve years old and my sister was fourteen, our family went to Disney World in Orlando.

	(54) Be a Communitarian
	     
	(aa) When I told Carnegie Mellon’s president, Jared Cohon, that I would be giving a last lecture, he said “Please tell them about having fun, because that’s what I will remember you for.”

	(55) All You Have to Do Is Ask
	     
	(bb) “OK, Professor Boy, what can you do for us?” That was the greeting I received from Mk Haley, a twenty-seven-year-old Imagineer who was given the job of babysitting me during my sabbatical at Disney.

	(56) Make a Decision:  Tigger or Eeyore
	     
	(cc) After I learned I had cancer, one of my doctors gave me some advice.  “It’s important,” he said, “to behave as if you’re going to be around awhile.”

	(57) A Way to Understand Optimism
	     
	(dd) When I was a senior in high school, I applied to Brown University and didn’t get in.

	(58) The Input of Others
	     
	(ee) It’s been well-documented that there is a growing sense of entitlement among young people today.


