The Last Lecture 
STUDY GUIDE
Vocabulary & Cultural References

Thursday, 16 October

In the next class, you will be given a quiz to test your knowledge of the vocabulary and cultural references in The Last Lecture that we have read and discussed over the past six weeks.

Types of Quiz Questions

You will see the following three types of exercises on the quiz:

· Sentence completion.  You’ll see a sentence from the book with one word missing, for which the first letter of the word and the number of letters in the word will be indicated.  What’s the missing word?
Ex.: We knew right from the s__ __ __ __:  None of this is a replacement for a living parent. 
                                                                                                                                                 (x)
· Multiple choice.  You’ll see a sentence with a word or phrase underlined.  What is a good synonym of that word?

Ex.:  While for the most part, I’m in terrific physical shape, I have ten tumors in my liver and 
               I have only a few months left to live. (ix)
a. Despite


c. Although

b. As 



d. At that time

· Short answer.  You’ll be given a definition.  What is it defining?

Ex.:  Refers to the short characters in a 1937 American film based on the German fairy tale by the Brothers Grimm. (p.6)

_____________________________________
What to study

On the following pages, you’ll find a list of vocabulary and cultural references from the book, most of which we have already discussed in class.  For each item listed, there is a page reference.  

Look up the items you don’t know, and, if necessary, look up more information about them.   Here are some good sources of information.

· www.onelook.com - To check over 1000 dictionaries in one click, visit OneLook.  To hear a word pronounced, click on the link to the definition in the ‘Merriam-Webster Dictionary’ and click on the sound file symbol.

· www.google.com - To get a better understanding of a phrase – which might be an idiomatic expression that is not easily found in a dictionary – search for it using quotation marks (e.g. “right from wrong” on google. 

· www.wikipedia.com - To better understand cultural references, this is a great resource.

· www.thelastlecture.com - To better understand some of the key ideas and concepts presented in the book, it can be especially useful to watch the video of his lecture.  

Vocabulary

	Word/Phrase
	Page
	Context
	Definition / Translation

	while
	p. ix
	
	

	the [X] of my dreams
	p. ix
	
	

	to feel sorry for ___self
	p. ix
	
	

	to teach right from wrong
	p. ix
	
	

	under the ruse of [doing something]
	p. x
	
	

	things I hold dear
	p. x
	
	

	time is precious
	p. x
	
	

	right from the start
	p. x
	
	

	to mull 
	p. 4
	
	

	can’t help but [do something]
	p. 4
	
	

	to impart
	p. 4, 
p. 69
	
	

	to get around to [doing something]
	p. 4
	
	

	to back out [of something]
	p. 4
	
	

	to be leery [of something]
	p. 4
	
	

	I understood where she was coming from.
	p. 5
	
	

	reticence
	p. 7
	
	

	green light
	p. 9
	
	

	to be rooted [in something]
	p. 10
	
	

	the elephant in the room
	p. 15-16
	
	

	to know a thing or two about [something]
	p. 21
	
	

	to find a way to do [something]
	p. 21
	
	

	nerves of steel (usual)

nerves of titanium (book)
	p. 22
	
	

	to be frugal to a fault
	p. 22
	
	

	to have a leg up in life
	p. 22
	
	

	arrogant
	p. 23
	
	

	in your back pocket
	p. 23
	
	

	to keep [something] in check
	p. 23
	
	

	precocious
	p. 23
	
	

	to take great relish in [something]
	p. 24
	
	

	off the beaten path
	p.25
	
	

	to be high on [something]
	p. 28
	
	

	to hover
	p. 28
	
	

	nerd
	p. 28
	
	

	pretty impressed 
	p. 30
	
	

	to not be thrilled
	p. 30
	
	

	focal point
	p. 30
	
	

	heartbroken
	p. 32
	
	

	deterred
	p. 32
	
	

	transparent
	p. 32
	
	

	Have something to bring to the table.
	p. 33
	
	

	to be old school
	p. 35
	
	

	to be scared to death
	p. 35
	
	

	to ride [someone] pretty hard
	p. 36
	
	

	That lesson has stuck with me my whole life.
	p. 37
	
	

	to first get hold of [someone]
	p. 37
	
	

	wimpy
	p. 37
	
	

	coddled
	p. 38
	
	

	a head fake
	p. 39
	
	

	vital
	p. 39
	
	

	to give it a shot
	p. 40
	
	

	to cherish [something]
	p. 41
	
	

	to delegate
	p. 44
	
	

	on top of that
	p. 44
	
	

	granted
	p. 44
	
	

	to work around the clock
	p. 45
	
	

	to get it
	p. 45
	
	

	to turn up their noses OR to turn up his/her/my/ ones’ nose
	p. 46
	
	

	to stand [someone] in good steed
	p. 46
	
	

	to be easy to spot 
	p. 47
	
	

	buffed-up
	p. 47
	
	

	a man of his word
	p. 48
	
	

	tenacity 
	p. 48
	
	

	age of cynicism
	p. 50
	
	

	first come, first served
	p. 50
	
	

	a setback
	p. 51
	
	

	mantra
	p. 51
	
	

	to be persistent
	p. 52
	
	

	hotshots
	p. 52
	
	

	when you’re parroting smart people
	p. 53
	
	

	to be (almost) unheard of for [someone] to do [something]
	p. 53
	
	

	to get nowhere with [someone]
	p. 53
	
	

	to end up [doing something]
	p. 54
	
	

	geeky
	p. 54
	
	

	in a positive light
	p. 62
	
	

	the epitome of _____
	p. 64
	
	

	to come upon [someone or something]
	p. 65, p. 94
	
	

	an unguarded moment
	p. 65
	
	

	to be mouthing off
	p. 66
	
	

	it’s such a shame that…
	p. 67
	
	

	flaws
	p. 68
	
	

	a pristine gem
	p. 70
	
	

	whining
	p. 70
	
	

	mundane
	p. 70
	
	

	a formidable brick wall
	p. 73
	
	

	compulsion
	p. 73
	
	

	to settle down
	p. 73
	
	

	to single [someone] out
	p. 75
	
	

	to freak [someone] out
	p. 77
	
	

	to pull up roots
	p. 78
	
	

	[Someone] was just beaming
	p. 80
	
	

	to rely on [someone]
	p. 82
	
	

	to be (pretty) rattled
	p. 83
	
	

	to obsess over [something]
	p. 85, p. 141
	
	

	the flip side
	p. 86
	
	

	to have a point
	p. 90
	
	

	dissonant
	p. 91
	
	

	the whole ordeal
	p. 93
	
	

	[something] just never came up
	p. 94
	
	

	humility / to be humble
	p. 96
	
	

	to make headway
	p. 97
	
	

	to trip [someone] up
	p. 98
	
	

	…there’s great solace in [something]
	p. 102
	
	

	…to question [someone’s]  integrity…
	p. 104
	
	

	fixation
	p. 108
	
	

	to be more apt to
	p. 109
	
	

	telemarketers
	p. 109
	
	

	…that your emergency merits interrupting…
	p. 111
	
	

	dead-on serious
	p. 111
	
	

	to be a bit tongue-in-cheek
	p. 111
	
	

	a cliché 
	p. 112
	
	

	self-reflective
	p. 112
	
	

	metaphor
	p. 113
	
	

	to be hard to get along with
	p. 116
	
	

	a recovering _______
	p. 116
	
	

	jerk
	p. 116
	
	

	a turning point
	p. 120
	
	

	efficiency 
	p. 121
	
	

	an efficiency freak
	p. 121
	
	

	(They) have (me) pegged.
	p. 121
	
	

	His answer left me stupefied
	p. 123
	
	

	I didn’t know how high the bar should be.
	p. 123
	
	

	to take [something] up a notch
	p. 124
	
	

	…made this thing with whole cloth…
	p. 124
	
	

	…that was absolutely insane.
	p. 124
	
	

	to be completely peeved at [someone]
	p. 131
	
	

	earnest / earnestness
	p. 133
	
	

	hip
	p. 133
	
	

	“I’m more than happy to put up with it.”
	p. 135
	
	

	to reprimand
	p. 136
	
	

	a phenomenal athlete
	p. 138
	
	

	to vow
	p. 139
	
	

	…a substantial fraction of many people’s days…
	p. 141
	
	

	They rolled their eyes.
	p. 142
	
	

	to “check egos at the door”
	p. 143
	
	

	“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.”
	p. 146
	
	

	“the old chestnuts”
	p. 146
	
	

	to be right on the money
	p. 146
	
	

	“In fact, pound for pound, it’s the best advice I’ve ever heard.
	p. 145
	
	

	“Dance with the one who brung you.
	p. 146
	
	

	“Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln, how was the play?”
	p. 147
	
	

	out-of-the-box thinking 

(to think out of the box)
	p. 149
	
	

	…the lost art of ______…
	p. 151
	
	

	unbeknownst to her
	pp.152-153
	
	

	to vouch for [someone]
	p. 155
	
	

	a shortcut
	p. 156
	
	

	to set a precedent
	p.157
	
	

	[something] doesn’t cut it
	p. 161
	
	

	No job is beneath you.
	p. 168
	
	

	Know where you are
	p. 171
	
	

	to have none of it
	p. 181
	
	

	choking up
	p. 204
	
	

	the _____ will take care of itself
	p. 206
	
	


Cultural References

	Cultural Reference
	Page
	Context
	Definition / Translation

	Seven Dwarfs
	p. 6
	
	

	The Natural
	p. 7
	
	

	Walt Disney Imagineers
	p. 16
	
	

	Battle of the Bulge
	p. 21
	
	

	a ranch house
	p. 29
	
	

	Snow White’s mirror
	p. 29
	
	

	S.O.S.
	p. 29
	
	

	Pandora’s Box
	p. 29
	
	

	Bob Hope
	p. 30
	
	

	Disco
	p. 30
	
	

	NASA
	p. 31
	
	

	zero gravity / zero G
	p. 31
	
	

	virtual reality
	p. 40
	
	

	Captain James T. Kirk
	p. 43
	
	

	The Starship Enteprise
	p. 43
	
	

	Mr. Spock
	p. 43
	
	

	Dr. McCoy
	p. 43
	
	

	Scotty
	p. 43
	
	

	The Wrath of Khan
	p. 45
	
	

	Adonis
	p. 47
	
	

	Ferris Wheel
	p. 47
	
	

	Carnegie Mellon
	p. 51
	
	

	PhD
	p. 51
	
	

	Hewlett-Packard garage thing
	p. 52
	
	

	Neptune
	p. 52
	
	

	Dean Wormer / Animal House
	p. 53
	
	

	The Lion King
	p. 54
	
	

	a convertible
	p. 64, p. 69
	
	

	a Dutch Uncle
	p. 65
	
	

	Chuck E. Cheese
	p. 70
	
	

	Rorschach test
	p. 71
	
	

	Steelers
	p. 71
	
	

	Peter Pan
	p. 74
	
	

	Nobel laureates
	p. 74
	
	

	Girl Scout troops
	p. 74
	
	

	Machiavellian
	p. 77
	
	

	a Victorian mansion
	p. 80
	
	

	“…a car with cans rattling from the rear bumper.”
	p. 80
	
	

	a horse-drawn carriage
	p. 80
	
	

	a hot-air balloon
	p. 80
	
	

	the Hindenburg
	p. 80
	
	

	I Love Lucy / Lucille Ball / Ricky / Club Babalu
	p. 85
	
	

	“coaching culture”
	p. 90
	
	

	the Bronze Star for valor
	p. 96
	
	

	Mr. Magorium’s Wonder Emporium
	p. 99
	
	

	a New Year’s resolution
	p. 102
	
	

	self-scan aisle
	p. 107
	
	

	tenure
	p. 108
	
	

	Star Wars / a Jedi / Han Solo
	p. 117
	
	

	NFL
	p. 118
	
	

	George Lucas
	p. 119
	
	

	Mickey Rooney/ Judy Garland / “Let’s put on a show”
	p. 121
	
	

	The Promised Land / Moses
	p. 126
	
	

	…a measure of chutzpah…
	p. 126
	
	

	Alice (the software program)
	p. 126
	
	

	Neil Armstrong
	p. 132
	
	

	Boy Scout / Eagle Scout
	p. 133- 134
	
	

	the Depression
	p. 135
	
	

	a classy Virginian
	p. 135
	
	

	“to raise the white flag”
	p. 135
	
	

	Jackie Robinson
	p. 139
	
	

	prom night
	p. 146
	
	

	Seneca
	p. 147
	
	

	Mrs. Lincoln
	p. 147
	
	

	Superman
	p. 147
	
	

	Rocky (the original)
	p. 147
	
	

	“to win one for the Gipper”
	p. 148
	
	

	“It’s not just whether you win or lose, it’s how you play the game.”
	p. 148
	
	

	SAT and AP scores
	p. 154
	
	

	Girl Scout cookies / Thin Mints 
	p. 158
	
	

	crayon box
	p. 164
	
	

	Winnie the Pooh / Tigger / Eeyore / A. A. Milne
	pp. 179-180
	
	

	The Incredibles
	p. 181
	
	


