The Last Lecture

Introduction till pp. 131-206

Thursday, 16 October

Part 1:  Your reaction

· How did you feel as you read the last section, Final Remarks, on pp. 191-206?

· Did anything surprise you?  If so, what?

Part 2: Comprehension Questions

Based on what you’ve read in Part V, It’s About How to Live Your Life, on pp.131-188, answer the following questions.

	1. Was Randy happy when he went to bed after watching the first men walk on the moon? (p. 131)
	YES
	NO

	2. Did Randy take solace in having his Dad’s photo of the TV set? (p. 132)
	YES
	NO

	3. Was Randy an Eagle Scout? (p.133-4)
	YES
	NO

	4. Did Randy always like his name? (p.135)
	YES
	NO

	5. Till the end, was his mother worried that he’d break one of her dining room chairs? (p.137)
	YES
	NO

	6. Did Randy believe that people should complain less?. (p.138)
	YES
	NO

	7. Was Jackie Robinson’s life difficult? (p.139)
	YES
	NO

	8. Did Randy think that yoga and meditation are rather useless? (p.140)
	YES
	NO

	9. Did Randy think most people worry too much about what other people think? (p. 141)
	YES
	NO

	10.  Did Randy think that most of his students had already learned in kindergarten how to work well in a group?  (p. 142)
	YES
	NO

	11.  Did Randy believe that most people will surprise and impress you? (p.145)
	YES
	NO

	12.  When dating someone, are actions more important than words? (p.145-6)
	YES
	NO

	13.  Can failure be a good thing? (pp. 148-9)
	YES
	NO

	14.  Was hitting a VCR with a sledgehammer a good way to teach the importance of recycling? (pp.150-1)
	YES
	NO

	15.  Do people send more thank-you notes today than they used to? (p. 151)
	YES
	NO

	16.  Are thank you notes a special trick for helping to get a good job? (p.152)
	YES
	NO

	17. Is loyalty often reciprocated?  (pp.153-155)
	YES
	NO

	18.  Did Randy get tenure because he was willing to work on Fridays? (p.157)
	YES
	NO

	19.  When he was an academic reviewer, did Randy often have to call people
        to remind professors to read the papers he had given them?
	YES
	NO

	20.  Did Randy like people who seemed to be prepared for anything?
	YES
	NO

	21.  Did Randy get upset if he apologized and someone didn’t apologize 
        back?
	YES
	NO

	22.  Did Randy believe that it’s sometimes OK to lie?
	YES
	NO

	23.  Did Randy and his sister buy Sale and Pepper Shakers that cost 
        $100,000?
	YES
	NO

	24.  Did the bosses of Randy’s former students sometimes complain about the 
        students’ technical abilities?
	YES
	NO

	25.  Upon his arrival, were the Disney Imagineers eager to work with Randy?
	YES
	NO

	26.  Was Randy’s childhood dream to be a professor?
	YES
	NO

	27.  Did Randy often tell the story about his being rejected by Carnegie 
        Mellon when he had first applied to study there?
	YES
	NO

	28.  Do all rights come with responsibilities?
	YES
	NO

	29.  Was it always easy for Randy to ask for things?
	YES
	NO

	30.  Was Randy more like Eeyore than Tigger?
	YES
	NO

	31.  Did Randy receive a flood of responses to his lecture?
	YES
	NO


Part 1:  For Discussion

· Have you talked to anyone about The Last Lecture?  If so, who did you talk to? What did you tell them about it?  

· If Randy were still alive and could vote in the November 4 American presidential election, who do you think he’d vote for?  Why do you think so?

· Would you recommend this book to others?  If yes, to whom and why?

· Do you think this book was a good choice for this course?  Why or why not?

