Sentence Combining

	Relationship
	Coordinating
conjunction
	Subordinating
conjunction
	Conjunctive adverb/
Transitional phrase
	Preposition

	Addition
	and
	
	in addition

moreover

furthermore
	in addition to

	Cause
	for

as
	because, since
	
	because of

	Concession
	but
	even though

although

though
	however

nevertheless
	in spite of

	Condition
	
	if, unless
	
	

	Contrast
	but
	while, whereas
	on the one hand, on the other hand

on the contrary

in contrast
	unlike

	Example
	
	
	for example

for instance
	

	Purpose
	so (that)
	
	
	in order to

	Result
	so
	
	therefore, thus, as a result, consequently
	as a result of

	Time
	
	when, while, since, before, after, whenever, as soon as, by the time, until
	then, next, after that
	for, during, in, before, after

	Emphasis
	
	
	In fact, As a matter of fact, Actually, Indeed
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	Punctuation of Conjunctions and Transitions


	1.
Coordinating conjunctions:



	Independent clause, coordinator independent clause.

e.g.
We thank you for your cooperation in this matter, and we look forward to hearing from you at your convenience.

e.g.
The candidate has the requisite work experience, but he has not yet received his university degree.

* The comma is optional in many cases, especially when the second clause is short.

* Many grammar and style books still follow the rule that you should not begin a sentence with a coordinating conjunction. However, this is changing and you will find a lot of published formal and informal writing that ignores this “rule”.


	2.
Subordinating conjunctions:



	Independent clause   subordinator + dependent clause.

Subordinator + dependent clause,   independent clause.

e.g.
The company has decided to recall all cars with the new anti-lock brake 

system although there is no clear evidence that it was the brake system 

that caused last week's fatal accident.

e.g.
Although there is no clear evidence that it was the brake system that caused 

last week's fatal accident, the company has decided to recall all cars with the new 

anti-lock brake system.

* Do not confuse “although (“even though”, “though”) with “nevertheless” or “despite” 

(“in spite of”). The meaning is the same in most cases but the punctuation is different.




	3.
Transition word/Conjunctive adverb



	Independent clause. Transition word, independent clause.




                             Conjunctive adverb,

e.g.
There is no clear evidence that the brake system caused last week's tragic 

accident. Nevertheless, the company has decided to recall all cars with the 

new anti-lock brake system.

e.g.
The suspect has not admitted to any wrongdoing. On the contrary, he swears that 

he has not committed any crime.




	4.
Preposition



	Preposition + noun/ noun phrase/ noun clause, independent clause.

e.g.
In addition to the brake system, the car has had problems with the fuel injection.

e.g.
Despite the torrential downpour, the searchers continued to look for the lost dog.

e.g.
Despite the fact that it was raining, the searchers continued to look for the lost dog.

* “Despite” is exactly the same as “in spite of”. “Despite” is not followed by “of”.  Both expressions must be followed by a noun or noun phrase or noun clause.




