Some fallacies to Avoid in Arguments
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1. For the eight fallacies listed in our textbook, there are clear lessons and quizzes available on the Internet.  Click on each of the links below, scan for an example and try the quiz if there is one.

1. Circular argument  (A=B.  Therefore, A=B.) Circular reasoning
2. Unwarranted claim / Indirect Consequences
3. Oversimplification / False Dilemma
4. Red herring / something irrelevant thrown in, often emotion-rousing [NB: if all the reasons you give to support of your conclusion are irrelevant then your reasoning is said to be a non sequitur. The divine fallacy is a type of non sequitur.]

5. Faulty causality  - Post hoc reasoning  - either false correlation or impression that a minor cause was the entire 

6. Ad hominem – Attacking the person

7. Ad populum / Diversionary – Attacking a group of people

8. False Analogy.  Although all analogies are, by definition, ‘false’, this is often used to create a humorous effect.
2.  Useful online resources for developing an argument including the following two sources.  

· The Skeptics Dictionary
· The Fallacy Files
· San Jose State University’s Web Page on Critical Thinking
Scan these sources quickly to find a fallacy that might occur in a UN document and was not mentioned in our textbook.  Be ready to tell the class about it.
One other type of fallacy:  _____________________________________

