Writing a Review
Our first homework had been to write a review of either a book or a website.  Many of you have already written a first draft of this, and, in class, we discussed what makes a good review.

Where can you find an example of a book review?

Some of us have read English book reviews online, in newspapers or in magazines.  One student, Berhane, said that she’s watched book reviews on C-span, on a cable channel.  We have read book reviews at the following places.
· Amazon (an online store)   www.amazon.com
· Barnes & Noble (an online bookstore) www.barnesandnoble.com
· New York Times www.nytimes.com
· Opera’s book club http://www2.oprah.com/obc_classic/obc_main.jhtml
If you wanted to find a book to help you with your writing, the Amazon and Barnes & Noble websites would be the best place to look. 
As readers, what do we want to learn from a book review?

Below are the conclusions from our discussion in class.  Please look at these questions as you write the next draft of your book or website review.

A book review should answer the following:

· Who was the book written for?

· What level of knowledge is the reader expected to know?

· Is it a good resource for UN staff?

· What can the book do for you? *Ideally, this should be short but informative.
· On a 5-point scale (5 is the best), what score would you give this book?

· When was it published?

· Who is the publisher?

· What is the ISBN number?

· How many pages is it?

· How much does it cost?

A website review should answer the following:

· Who was the website designed for?

· What level of knowledge is the user expected to know?

· Is it a good resource for UN staff?

· What can the website do for you? *Ideally, this should be short but informative.
· Is it easy to access?  That is, do error messages pop up?  Do links work?

· Is it easy to use?  That is, is it easy to find what you are looking for?
· On a 5-point scale (5 is the best), what score would you give this book?

· When was it last updated?

· Who is the author or sponsor of the content on this website?

· Does it cost anything to use this website?

